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Jerome and myself would not have been wanting. Wt
greatly regard our kinsman, but between ourselves/ added
Lady St. Jerome in a low voice, * it was supposed that he
was attached to the .American lady of whom you were
speaking.'

' And where is she now ? '

* I have heard nothing of late. Lothair was in Italy at
the same time as ourselves, and was ill there, under our
roof; so we saw a great deal of him. Afterwards he tra-
velled for his health, and has now just returned from, the
East.'

A visitor was announced, and Lady Clanmorne retired.

Nothing happens as you expect. On his voyage home
Lothair had indulged in dreams of renewing his intimacy
at Crecy House, around whose hearth al] bis sympathies
were prepared to cluster. The first shock to this romance
was the news he received of the impending union of Lady
Corisande with the Duke of Brecon. And what with this
unexpected obstacle to intimacy, and the domestic embar-
rassments occasioned by Bertram's declaration, he had
become a stranger to a roof which had so filled his
thoughts. It seemed to him that he could not enter the
house either as the admirer of the daughter or as the friend
of her brother. She was probably engaged to another, and
as Bertram's friend and fellow-traveller, he fancied he was
looked upon by the family as one who had in some degree
contributed to their mortification. Much of this was imagi-
nary, but Lothair was very sensitive, and the result was
that he ceased to call at Crecy House, and for some time
kept aloof from the Duchess and her daughter, when he
met them in general society. He was glad to hear from
Bertram and St. Aldegonde that the position of the former
was beginning to soften at home, and that the sharpness of
his announcement was passing away. And when he had
clearly ascertained that the contemplated union of Lady